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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



2. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

] publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

j international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): . . 

| X | the international application as originally ffled/furnished 

| | the description: 

as originally ffled/furnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



p"l the claims: 



the drawings: 



pages' 

pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally ffled/fimushed 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 

I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3- [ | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

" ZD me description, pages 

[~| the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4 * 1 I T ^ is re P ort has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to mis report and listed below had not been 

made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

] the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

\~\ the drawings, sheets/figs 

fZ] me se( I ueilce listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, n 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 3,6,8-9 YES 

Claims 1-2,4-5,7,10-11 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-11 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-1 i YES 

NO 



Claims 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

(a) US 5769021 

(b) CA 2273069 

(c) WO2Q03/035416 

NOVELTY: CLAIMS 1-2. 4-5. 7. 10-11 

It is considered that each of the above documents clearly disclose amphibious vehicles having retractable leg 
assemblies as defined in claims 1-2, 4-5, 7, 10-11. These documents do not explicitly instruct that the 
arrangement of leg and linear actuator should such that the ahgnment of actuator with the tangent to the arc of 
travel of the leg is optimised. However, it is considered that a person skilled in the art, when trying to put into 
effect the invention of any of these citations, would be guided by the drawings thereof. These drawings amount 
to broad directions as to relative positioning, angling etc of leg and hydraulic ram and it is considered clear that 
they will lead a person skilled in the art to construct a leg assembly which in terms of practical utility will have 
all of the features of the above listed claims. 

Citations (a) and (c) disclose actuator means for steering leg assemblies and thus the invention defined by claim 
6 is not novel in the light of the disclosures of these documents. 

INVENTIVE STEP: CLAIMS 1-1 1 

Even if it is not agreed that the above documents each disclose optimisation of the angle of the linear actuator 
with respect to the tangent to the arc of travel of the leg, it is considered that such optimisation would be 
routinely carried out by a person skilled in the art when putting into effect the inventions disclosed in the above 
citations, if any problems were encountered with the force level provided by a particular hydraulic system. 
Consequently it is considered that the invention defined by claims 1-2, 4-5, 7, 10 and 1 1 (and claim 6 in the case 
of citations (a) and (c)) is generally lacking in an inventive step in the light of the above citations. 

It is considered that a person skilled in the art could readily attach leg and actuator on the one plate, or use 
balloon tyres, in any of the inventions of the above citations without having to exercise inventive effort and that 
therefore the inventions of claims 3 and 8 (and of claim 9 in the case of citation (a), where the rear wheels are 
positioned for use as bumpers) is lacking in an inventive step in the light of citations (a)-(c). 
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